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SENATE BI LL 5205

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Shel don and Morton

Read first time 01/12/2007. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to netal detectors in state parks; adding new
sections to chapter 79A.05 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the l|egislature that
those significant historic archaeol ogi cal resources on state park |ands
that are of inportance to the history of our state, or its comuniti es,
be protected for the people of the state. At the sane tinme, the
| egi slature also recognizes that the recreational wuse of netal
detectors in state parks is a legitimate formof recreation that can be
conpatible with the protection of significant historic archaeol ogi cal
resour ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 79A. 05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By Septenber 1, 2008, the conm ssion shall open all devel oped
and disturbed areas of state parks for the recreational use of netal
det ectors. Devel oped and disturbed areas are further defined as
canpgrounds, parking areas, boat |aunches, and simlar areas that have
been subject to capital devel opnent or future capital devel opnent by
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state parks, that would not retain any archaeol ogi cal information, and
t hat have been verified by the departnent of archaeol ogy and historic
preservation.

(2) The legislature directs that on state park lands, historic
archaeol ogi cal resources, as defined in RCW 27.53.030, be managed in
such a way that the integrity of those properties not be dimnished.
Metal detectors may be used on state park lands that do not neet the
definition of historic archaeol ogi cal resources.

(3) Al federal lands | eased to state parks are exenpt from netal
det ecting.

(4) Any itenms discovered of historic archaeol ogical significance
must be turned in to the state through the conm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 79A. 05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) If the commssion determnes that all devel oped or disturbed
areas of a park nust be exenpted from netal detecting because of its
hi stori c archaeol ogi cal resources, the comm ssion nust, by Decenber 1,
2008, submt a brief report to the appropriate standing commttees of
the legislature as to how they and a professional archaeol ogi st mde
this determ nation

(2) It is the intent of this section to not allow blanket
exenptions but to ensure the preservation for the public of proven
hi st ori ¢ archaeol ogi cal resources.

~-- END ---
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